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INTRODUCTION  
 
The purpose of this background paper is to provide supporting information/evidence on the value of 
green spaces in Lesbury Parish, in order to support their designation as Local Green Spaces, 
Recreational Spaces or Allotments in the Lesbury Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
 
The green spaces are described separately, with photographs and a short summary describing why 
the space is important to the local community and how it complies with Para. 77 of the NPPF. 
 
The areas proposed as Local Green Spaces are numbered LGS1 – LGS8, the Recreational Spaces as 
RS1 – RS2 and the Allotments as Allotment 1 and 2: 
 
LGS1: Lesbury Village, VE Memorial Garden 
LGS2: Lesbury Village, Lealands Garden 
LGS3: Lesbury Village, The Wynd, by Steppey Lane bridge 
LGS4: Lesbury Village, Lealands play area 
LGS5: Lesbury Village, bowling green behind the Village Hall 
LGS6: Hipsburn, at the corner of Lesbury Road and Curly Lane 
LGS7: Hipsburn, Pond Field play area 
LGS8: Hipsburn Green, on South View 
RS1:   Hipsburn, Alnmouth Football Club playing fields 
RS2:  Hipsburn, Alnmouth and Lesbury Cricket Club grounds 
Allotment 1 – Hipsburn, behind Station Cottages, off South View 
Allotment 2 – Bilton, on Bilton Road, just after the railway station 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
The Local Green Spaces identified in the Lesbury Neighbourhood Development Plan are greatly 
valued for the aesthetic quality they bring to the built up areas within Bilton, Hipsburn and Lesbury, 
for their historic and landscape significance, for recreational use or for their biodiversity and habitat 
provision.  
 
The stunning coastal areas on the edge of the Parish and the valley where the tidal River Aln flows 
through the Parish are also highly valued by residents and tourists.   In addition, there are buildings, 
particularly in Lesbury Village, that are in a Conservation Area and this affords protection to the land 
around them.  Part of the Neighbourhood Area lies in the Northumberland Heritage Coast and is a 
designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. There are also highly valued Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest. These places are protected by relevant legislation and do not feature in this 
document. 
 
 

CONSULTATION 
 
During the preparation of the Neighbourhood Development Plan, we have consulted widely in the 
communities of Lesbury, Hipsburn and Bilton and the green spaces identified are considered to be 
important by the residents of the Parish and by visitors to the area. 
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LGS1: Lesbury Village, VE Memorial Garden 
 
Located at the entrance to Lesbury village on the B1339, close to the old bridge and behind a low 
stone wall, the VE Memorial Garden is a restful, open, lawned space with young trees and wooden 
bench seating. 
 
NPPF criteria: 
 

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community because of its designation as a VE Memorial Garden 

✓ In close proximity to the community it serves 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 

 

 

 
Photo 1: View of VE Memorial Gardens showing area close to the B1339 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LESBURY NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 

Local Green Spaces, Recreational Spaces and Allotments – Background Paper 

 

3 | P a g e  

 

LGS2: Lesbury Village, Lealands Garden 
 

The garden is a focal point for Lesbury village, located on the B1339, the main road into 
Lesbury and is accessible to all and loved by residents and tourists alike. The beautiful old 
Sycamore provides shade and a resting place for passers by as they walk through the village.  
The historic pant, once a water source for the local community, gives a fascinating insight 
into times gone by.  
 
NPPF criteria: 
 

✓ In reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; on the main thoroughfare through the 
     village 

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community and a tourist attraction because of its historic 
    character 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
 

 
                           Photo 2: View of Lealands Garden looking West 
 

 
                           Photo 3: View of Lealands Garden looking East 
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LGS3: Lesbury Village, The Wynd, by Steppey Lane bridge 
 

This calm and tranquil place is a popular picnic area in the summer for those taking one of the many 
walks through our beautiful countryside. It is adjacent to the bridge that crosses the Aln at Steppey 
Lane and a natural stop-off point on the way to and from Hipsburn Primary School. Children go there 
to watch and feed the ducks and others sit quietly watching the changes in this tidal river as it 
meanders through Lesbury to the sea at Alnmouth.  No matter what the weather, this area is well 
used by the community.  
 
NPPF criteria: 
 

✓ In reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community and to walkers who enjoy the stunning views 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
 

 
           Photo 4: Area of open space at The Wynd, with Steppey Lane bridge to the right 
 

LGS4: Lesbury Village, Lealands play area 
 

There is a tiny space behind Lealands that is enclosed and free from traffic. It provides an ideal place 
for small children to enjoy outdoor play in a carefree manner.  Parents value the close proximity of 
this space to their homes.  
 
NPPF criteria: 
 

✓ In reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community as a safe recreational area for young children 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
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LGS5: Lesbury Village, bowling green behind the Village Hall 
 
People in the community are immensely proud of their bowling green. It is tucked away between the 
Village Hall and residential properties and is easily accessible just off the B1339. Many of those who 
are members of the thriving bowls club helped to build the green themselves. It is carefully tended 
and has served the community well for over forty years.  It is used as a competition green as its 
members enjoy playing against other clubs in the north of Northumberland. The many cups and 
medals in the clubhouse are a testament to the value and joy this asset brings to the community.  
 
NPPF criteria: 
 

✓ In reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community as a much used recreational facility 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
 
 
LGS6: Hipsburn, at the corner of Lesbury Road and Curly Lane 

 
The wooded area is a delight to see on the A1068 as the road threads its way along the coast from 
Lesbury towards Alnmouth and Warkworth. It provides a mature and lush wood for pedestrians to 
enjoy as they walk along the busy road, or turn to walk up Curly Lane towards the Hillside housing 
development and the railway station. It softens the landscape, provides a good habitat for local 
wildlife and is much enjoyed by the community.  

 
NPPF criteria: 
 

✓ In reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community because of the wildlife and because there are few  
     trees in the surrounding area 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
 

 
                       Photo 5: Wooded area on Curly Lane 
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LGS7: Hipsburn, Pond Field play area 
 
This play area is adjacent to a farm and Station Cottages on South View. Children use this area after 
school, at weekends and during the holidays. For many, it is on their journey to school from Bilton 
and Hipsburn where there are few resources for children to play together. The equipment is well 
maintained by the Parish and it provides a good balance of activities to bring challenge and huge 
enjoyment to children of all ages. Parents meet there with their children and love the fact that they 
can walk to this well-used community facility.  
 
NPPF criteria: 
 

✓ In reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community as a well-used and enjoyable recreation site for 
    children 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
 

 
                              Photo 6: Entrance to the Pond Field play area 

 

 
                             Photo 7: Pond Field play area from the Hipsburn 
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LGS8: Hipsburn Green, on South View 
 

The Green, a small plot of land in a three-sided terraced housing development, provides a buffer 
from an increasingly busy main road, a delightful open space in a built up area and a sense of privacy 
for local residents. They are able to enjoy seeing the seasons change and watch a variety of birds 
landing there to feed.  
 
NPPF criteria: 
 

✓ In reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community because it provides a green oasis in a built-up area 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
 

 
       Photo 8: Hipsburn Green, surrounded by housing on three sides 
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RS1: Hipsburn, Alnmouth Football Club playing fields 
 
The football club ground is well used by adult and junior teams. The interest in football from young 
people in the Parish has grown exponentially in the last few years. Hipsburn School is able to take 
advantage of the pitch, which is only a few metres away from the main school building. Travellers on 
long coastal walks set up temporary staging posts on the edge of the field and parents use its 
parking facilities daily to give them a safe off-road drop off and pick up point for children   
 
NPPF criteria: 
 

✓ In reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community as a recreational facility.  It also has a car park and is 
    well used by families, sports enthusiasts and walkers 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
 

 
          Photo 9: Alnmouth Football Club playing fields from the car park 
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RS2: Hipsburn, Alnmouth and Lesbury Cricket Club grounds 
 

The Cricket Club is thriving and provides facilities for several very successful cricket teams. Seniors, 
intermediate and junior boys and girls use the grounds. It’s standard of care rivals much bigger 
grounds around the County making it a popular venue for University teams from Edinburgh and 
Durham. There is a new croquet club and the area, which is close to Hipsburn Primary School, 
provides a highly valued and greatly used hub for sport in the area.  
 
NPPF criteria: 
 

✓ In reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community. It is a well-used sports hub, with facilities that are 
     used within and well beyond the local community 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
 

 
                           Photo 10: Alnmouth and Lesbury Cricket Club grounds 
 

 
                            Photo 11: Alnmouth and Lesbury Cricket Club grounds 
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Allotment 1: Hipsburn, behind Station Cottages, off South View 
 

The allotments lie behind a residential area giving a tranquil green space behind houses that 
face on to South View, a busy bus route that serves the railway station. The allotments are 
greatly prized and immaculately tended. There is often a waiting list for an allotment, which 
demonstrates that they are in great demand. The Alnmouth Homing Society is based here. 
 
NPPF criteria: 
 

✓ In reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community as a way of becoming self-sustaining and providing a 
    much loved and healthy activity 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 

 

 
Photo 13: Allotments behind Station Cottages, adjacent to the Pond Field play area 
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Allotment 2: Bilton, on Bilton Road, just after the railway station 
 

Like those behind Station Cottages, there is a great demand for these fertile plots that 
produce an abundance of crops over the growing season.  They lie between a coal yard on 
the way to Bilton, the station and a residential area, providing a beautiful and uninterrupted 
view of the dramatic coastline in the midst of a noisy and very busy commercial area.  
 
NPPF criteria: 
 

✓ In reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community which provides a much loved and highly productive 
    source of food in an area with stunning views that are enjoyed by all 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 

 

 
Photo 14: Allotments on Bilton Road 
 
 
 

 
 


