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1. Introduction
This report provides background evidence to qualify and explain the list of nondesignated heritage assets that are to be found in Lesbury Parish. Those buildings
designated by Historic England are listed elsewhere.

1.1.

The Localism Act 2011 has increased the role of communities in determining how
planning decisions are made at a local level, including those involving heritage assets.
Communities can play a key role in preparing neighbourhood plans which establish the
general planning policies for development and use of land in a neighbourhood and work in
preparing a neighbourhood plan may indicate buildings and sites which merit inclusion on
any local list that a Local Planning Authority may have.

1.2.

Northumberland County Council do not currently hold a ‘local list’ of heritage assets.
The Lesbury Parish Neighbourhood Plan therefore proposes to provide a list of locally
significant historic buildings as part of the Neighbourhood Plan, and this list is referred to as
the list of ‘non-designated heritage assets’.

1.3.

2. The Lesbury Parish Neighbourhood Plan and the Historic Environment
The Lesbury Parish Neighbourhood Plan sets out a vision for the parish that is focused
on protecting heritage assets and enhancing local green spaces, landscapes and views that
contribute to the distinct look and feel of it. This will be delivered in part by the conservation
and enhancement of heritage assets in the Neighbourhood Area, both designated and nondesignated, in a manner that best sustains or enhances their significance.

2.1.

Whilst designated heritage assets have statutory protection under the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, those which are identified locally (and
therefore not designated) have no statutory protection. Listed Building and Scheduled
Monument status are the two statutory designations but only a small proportion of heritage
assets in the Neighbourhood Area are so protected. The Neighbourhood Plan will offer
recognition and protection to the non-designated assets that are considered of local
importance since being identified as a non-designated heritage asset is a material
consideration for planning decisions. The non–designated heritage sites, monuments and
buildings on the list included in the Neighbourhood Plan all contribute to the character and
sense of place of Lesbury Parish.

2.2.

3. Methodology
Guidance outlined in the Historic England Advice Note 7 ‘Local Heritage Listing’ has
been used to establish a methodology for assessing non-designated heritage assets in the
Neighbourhood Area.

3.1.

3.2.

The definition set out in the NPPF states that a heritage asset is:

“A building, monument, site, place area or landscape identified as having a degree of significance meriting
consideration in planning decisions, because of its heritage interest. It includes designated heritage assets and
assets identified by the local planning authority (including local listing).” (Annex 2 NPPF July 2018).
The different types of “heritage interest” that define a heritage asset have been identified
as historic, architectural, artistic and archaeological. If an asset has at least one element of
heritage interest it should then be judged on its significance. This can be measured in terms
of how it meets any of five criteria, these being: rarity, aesthetic appeal, integrity,
representativeness or association.

3.3.
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Adherence to these criteria, as defined below, has ensured consistency in assessment
of heritage assets across the parish as well as with government policy and practice
guidance on heritage assets, settings and local listing.

3.4.

Interest

How the interest is assessed

Historic

The asset should have importance in relation to events or people in
the past, either as a direct representation of an event or group of
people (such as a purpose-built building like a chapel) or by the
historic use of a building/site for a particular practice.

Architectural

Assets that are of architectural interest are identified because of
their design, construction, craftsmanship or decoration

Artistic

These assets will exhibit some degree of creative skill in their
creation or design whether through sculpture, painting or other
method of decoration.

Archaeological

These assets contain archaeological remains which are the primary
source about the historic development of places and people.

The significance of each identified heritage asset is assessed in terms of several
criteria, which are set out below.

3.5.

Significance

How the significance is assessed

Rarity

The asset must exemplify a design, settlement pattern or
other quality that is uncommon either to the locality, district
or wider region

Aesthetic appeal

Positive feelings of worth by reason of its architectural,
design or artistic quality or its form or layout must be
evoked by these assets.

Integrity

To have a degree of integrity, an asset should retain a sense of
completeness, either as an individual building, structure or
landscape feature or as part of a larger group

Representativeness

Whilst the asset may not be rare, it could be representative of a
particular historical or architectural trend. It may also be part of
the legacy of an individual, architect, architectural movement,
programme of work, company or group in the past.

Association

Evidence may suggest that an asset is associated with a person
or historic event.

The list of non-designated heritage assets below has been prepared using the above
methodology. The list includes the name and location of the asset, what the interest is, and
how the significance has been assessed.

3.6.

The Conservation Area Character Appraisal for Lesbury village (Hipsburn and Bilton do
not have conservation areas but are linked intrinsically with the history of Lesbury)
highlights some of the key local land uses which give Lesbury Parish much of its character.

3.7.

The non-designated heritage assets listed below for the villages of Lesbury, Hipsburn
and Bilton are related to the history of the villages and are locally relevant and significant.

3.8.
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A History of Lesbury Parish
The parish of Lesbury has a long and varied history. Bronze age and Roman remains have been found
and there is evidence of a pre-historic camp just east of the railway station. From Saxon times there
has been a stone-built church in Lesbury. The village’s early name, Laece Burg, meaning ‘the town of
the leech or physician’, is from this period. The church was rebuilt and extended incrementally from
Norman times and in the 13th century its importance was demonstrated by the churches of Alnwick,
Longhoughton and Alnmouth being ‘subordinate chapelries’. Lesbury continued to be the principal
township in the area for a further hundred years.
The parish until the 1800s has depended on its position within fine fertile agricultural land for its
economic survival and farming is still today an integral part of the local economy. Even within the
lawless times in the 14th and 15th centuries, dominated by raiding Border Reivers and Anglo-Scottish
wars, the area was less affected than others in the region. From 1352, there have been water-powered
flour mills within the parish. The last, adjacent to Lesbury bridge, fed by a race which employed a
60-foot long aqueduct to cross the river, survived until 1964. Agricultural life from the 16th century
carried on much as ever. The Reformation and the Commonwealth may have changed the power
dynamics of the church and local government but had little impact on the farming community.
During the 1700s, neighbouring Alnmouth became a major grain exporter. For example, in one month
in 1760 eleven ships carrying up to 140 tons of grain left the port. Lesbury was on the turnpike road
from Hexham to the harbour. Archives show that a surprisingly large tonnage of grain and other
merchandise passed along this route. Gates at the north end of Lesbury’s 15th century bridge were
used to collect tolls for what must have been a continuous stream of horse-drawn carts and wagons.
In 1847, the railway reached the parish on its way from Newcastle to Berwick and Edinburgh. A viaduct
was constructed to carry the line across the River Aln and the subsequent branch line to Alnwick
(1850) with its junction and associated railway engine servicing facilities in Hipsburn became both a
major employer and gateway to the seaside at Alnmouth. Some of the cottages built to support the
railway employees survive to this day.
Good communications and its attractiveness made the parish popular with the developers of country
estates. In the early 1800s, both Bilton and Lesbury Houses were built. The latter, initially the home of
the mill owner was occupied by such as the chief constable of Northumberland. The 10th Duke of
Northumberland and his family lived there during the second world war. The Percy family (The Dukes
of Northumberland) owned (and still own} much of the land within the parish. The club house at the golf
course at Foxton was once one of the family’s homes. Because of the then shortage of burial space at
St Michael’s church in Alnwick and because of Lesbury church’s status, the 7th Duke of
Northumberland, his wife and eight of their children are buried in the church’s graveyard.
This rich heritage, good links with major cities in England and Scotland and the natural beauty of the
land with its proximity to Alnwick and the coastal Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty made the parish
important in attracting visitors to the area. This remains the case today. With the development of the
heritage railway restoring the railway link between the parish and Alnwick and the increasing popularity
of Northumberland, tourism plays an essential role in supporting and extending facilities that will
sustain the economy and vitality of the parish for many years to come.
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No. Non-designated Heritage Assets
1

Foxton Golf Club - Club House

Interest

Significance Description

Historic

Association

B, C

2

Townfoot Steading

Historic

Integrity

A, B
3

The Lodge

Historic

Formerly, Foxton Hall was the summer residence of the Percy
family (Dukes of Northumberland) and
was bequeathed to the Golf Club, along
with land for an 18 hole golf course, in
1929. Dates from mid C18 and originally
had a farm attached.
Formerly a pig farm and the
outbuildings associated with
Townfoot Farm.

Integrity

Formerly an Estate cottage.

A, B

Integrity /
Representativeness

Originally Lesbury Town Farm but amalgamated
with Lesbury Holme Farm and renamed.
Previously a 'mixed' farm where arable crops,
cattle and other livestock (mainly pigs) where
produced. Farmhouse now privately owned.

Historic

Integrity

A, B

4

5

Townfoot Farm House

Azalea Cottage

Historic

Formerly C18 estate cottage remodelled in
mid-C19

A, B

6

Townfoot Farm Cottage

Historic
A, B

Integrity

Formerly C18 estate cottage remodelled in mid-C19
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No. Non-designated Heritage Assets
7

8

Interest

Significance Description

Tide View
Mount View
Primrose Cottage

Historic

Integrity

A short terrace of three formerly C18
estate cottages remodelled in1875.
Tide View formerly the home of the
estate's stonemason.

Holme House

Historic

Integrity

Formerly Lesbury Holme Farm. See
Townfoot Farm House above. Holme House
now privately owned.

Integrity

A short terrace of former C18 estate
cottages remodelled in mid-C19. Bridge
End Cottage was originally two very small
cottages subsequently converted into one.

Integrity

Shown on map by Isaac Thompson Esq 1769.
Originally a single dwelling and, at one time,
used as a preparatory school. Later converted
into two estate cottages. Rose Cottage in
private ownership since October 2017.

Integrity

Semi-detached cottages formerly
C18 estate cottage remodelled in
mid-C19. Woodbine Cottage was
sold to the sitting tenant who
extended at the rear. Bridge End
recently extended (2018).

A, B

A, B

9

10

Lilac Cottage
No.3
Bridge End Cottage

Historic

Rose Cottage
Burn Cottage

Historic

A, B

A, B, C

11

Bridge End
Woodbine Cottage

Historic
A, B
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No. Non-designated Heritage Assets
12

Church Cottages 1 and 2

Interest

Significance Description

Historic

Integrity

A, B, C

13

Stepping stones and
Steppey Lane ford

Historic

Integrity
Association

B

14

Alnview Cottage

Historic

This location used for many purposes: the
original village school (1723-1769) then a
poor house (1776-1850). Poor house
demolished in 1850 and replaced by the two
current semi-detached cottages.
The lowest crossing point on the
River Aln until the Duchess Bridge
was built in Alnmouth in 1864.

Integrity

Formerly C18 estate cottage remodelled in1858

Integrity

Home of school teacher and built same time (1857) as village
school. School now the village hall and a listed Grade II building.

Integrity

The original Post Office, dated 1839,
was situated in what is now known as
Post Office Cottage. It was a
receiving, sorting and dispatching
centre to the headquarters in Alnwick
and employed seven men. Later an
extension (to the east) was built
adjoining the cottage and this is now
the Post Office. River Bank Cottage may have been part of original
Post Office building.

A, B
15

School House

Historic
A, B

16

Post Office Cottage & extension
River Bank Cottage

Historic
A, B
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No. Non-designated Heritage Assets
17

The Cottage

Interest

Significance Description

Historic

Integrity

Detached cottage. Formerly C18 estate
cottage remodelled in mid-C19.

Integrity

Detached cottage. Formerly C18
estate cottage remodelled in mid-C19.

A, B

18

Garden Cottage

Historic
A, B

19

Garden Terrace

Historic and
architectural

Association

A, B, C

Built by William Coulter as a speculative venture and shown on
Isaac Thompson's map (1769). Was originally a tenement building
of 10 terraced units each divided into four two-room apartments
sharing a front door and common staircase. These were the only
properties in the village not owned by the Duke. From the original
terrace the three cottages to the east were re-purchased by the
Duke in 1857 and demolished to make way for the village school.
This was later converted into the village hall.
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No. Non-designated Heritage Assets
20

The Coach Inn

Interest

Significance Description

Historic

Association
Integrity

A, B, C

21

22

Jasmine Cottage
Rose Cottage
Box Cottage

Historic

Crescent Cottage
Maple Cottage

Historic

Integrity

Previously 'The Blacksmith's Arms' but, following inappropriate
behaviour by railway builders which the
Duchess found offensive, was closed by
the Duke in about 1847. Building leased
by estate as a farm house until re-opened
as The Coach in early 1990's. The village
was 'dry' until then.
A short terrace of three formerly C18 estate
cottages remodelled in 1867.

A, B

Integrity

Semi-detached C18 estate cottages. Originally a single cottage
but remodelled in mid-C19 when a second cottage was added.

Rarity
Association
Integrity

Close association with Lesbury House (listed Grade II and
originally the miller's house) and the mill
(which burnt down in 1964). Provided
stabling, tack room and accommodation for
Lesbury House staff. Also grain store,
smithy and barns etc. Built C18 and
remodelled mid-C19.

Historic
Representativeness

Original building pre-dates 1841 and was
originally the grain store. Change of use
occurred about 1883 with the Reading room
on the first floor and a billiards room beneath.
Caretaker had rooms in the same building.

A, B
23

The Square

Historic
A, B

24

The Reading Room (1 & 2)

Historic
A, B, C
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No. Non-designated Heritage Assets
25

Mill Cottages

Interest

Significance Description

Historic

Integrity

Semi-detached C18 estate cottages remodelled
in mid-C19.

A, B

26

Cherry Tree Cottage
Alnside Cottage

Historic

Integrity

Semi-detached C18 estate cottages
remodelled in mid-C19.

A, B

27

28

Birney-Knowe Field (east of Deep Dene
cottages)

Archaeological Association

Lookout Farm (off Alnwick Road)

Historic

B

Site of Bronze Age cist burials. Discovered and opened in 1823.
Two pots were found, one of which can be seen in Alnwick Castle
Museum.

Representativeness

Originally Lesbury Townhead Farm (1840's) but renamed following
amalgamation with a neighbouring farm.

Association

Previously Lesbury station on the North Eastern
Railway from Morpeth to Chathill (now the East
Coast Main Line). Station closed in 1850 when
the Alnwick branch line was built with a
replacement station at Hipsburn.

B
29

The 'old' Lesbury station (off Alnwick Road)

Historic
B

30

Deep Dene Cottages (Alnwick Road)

Historic
A, B

Association

Semi-detached and formerly Estate cottages.
Marked as Longhoughton Mill Cottages on Land
Valuation Map 1910. Mill ceased operating in
1850. Structural stonework and part of mill race
evident near the river.
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No. Non-designated Heritage Assets
31

Hawkhill (near Hawkhill Business Park)

Interest

Significance Description

Archaeological Association

Shell Laws hill, ancient British burial ground. Several urns discovered
(noted in Kelly's Directory 1879).

B
32

Hawkhill Farm and Hawkhill Business Park

Historic
B

33

Old Hawkhill Stepping stones and abandoned village

Integrity /
Representativeness

Historic
RepresentArchaeological ativeness

B

34

Land to the north-east of Alnmouth Station

Archaeological Association
B

Hawkhill Business Park was originally the
farm buildings associated with Hawkhill
Farm - hay and grain store, stabling and
other out-buildings. Distinctive chimney
was for the coal fired steam engine used to
drive the threshing machines. Nearby is a
terrace of cottages were Hawkhill farmworkers lived. Farmhouse
on opposite side of road. Previously a 'mixed' farm where arable
crops, cattle and poultry (mainly turkeys) where produced.
Old river crossing and site of Hawkhill
Township (1841 and owned by Earl Grey and
the Howick Estate). Evidence suggests the
township consisted of eight houses and a
larger farmhouse.

The potential for prehistoric, medieval and post-medieval activity
exists on this site. Geophysical survey has detected a series of
possible pits, a ring ditch, field, boundaries and other features of
uncertain origin. Bronze Age finds in this area include a cist,
spear-head and a flanged axehead.
Report 4988, February 2019, Durham University

35

Hipsburn Farm House

Historic
B, C

Association
Integrity

Home of Sir Henry H Scott (18341911). Raised the Northumberland
Imperial Yeomanry sending 2,254 men
from Durham and Northumberland to
fight in the Boer War. Buried in
Lesbury churchyard.
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No. Non-designated Heritage Assets
36

Hipsburn Farm Cottages

Interest

Significance Description

Historic

Integrity

A, B

37

Railway Terrace (South Road, Hipsburn)

Historic

Integrity
Association

B
38

Bilton Farm cottages

Historic

Integrity
Association

A, B

39

Bilton Mill (located by River Aln near Old
Hawkhill)

Historic
B

40

Bilton Common

Historic
B

Estate cottages. Probably C18
and remodelled mid-C19. Built
for the employees of Hipsburn
Farm.
Built mid to late 19th century. Railways
were a major employer and catalyst for
growth in Hipsburn. No prior
development in this area.
The medieval village of Bilton had
eight taxpayers in 1296. By the
18th century it had grown into a
substantial village, but shrank in
the 19th century when several
farms were amalgamated.

Association
Representativeness

Mill first recorded 1786 and shown as a
flint mill on Greenwood's map of
Northumberland of 1828. Flint, used as
ballast by coastal collier ships, was
‘milled’ for use at St Anthony’s Pottery
on Tyneside. Potters working here
included Joseph Sewell (see V&A
London). Also used as corn mill but closed and sold with all its
stock and machinery in March 1889. Currently used to store
agricultural machinery.

Representativeness

Coal extraction. A map drawn in 1624 shows 'bell pits' on Bilton
Common. The area was later quarried and nothing remains of the
bell pits.
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No. Non-designated Heritage Assets
41

Greenrigg Farm

Interest

Significance Description

Historic

Association

Duke of Northumberland's foxhounds
were kennelled here.

B, C

42

Wooden Farm

Integrity
Historic
Archaeological
B

Wooden - a deserted medieval village. A document written in 1296
mentions that 10 taxpayers lived there at this time. A plan drawn in
1624 shows four houses. Wooden is now a single working farm
with several associated cottages.

NOTE : This table may be subject to further development.
KEY
A: Contributes to the character and setting of the parish.
B: Contributes to the economic and agricultural history of the parish
C: Indicative of the social and cultural history of the parish
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